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Figure 10.1 The US at night, from composite photographs taken by the US Air Force
Defense Meteorological Satellite Program (DMSP) Operational Linescan System,
with major cities of the Inland North labeled

Carver (1987). Figure 10.2 shows pairs of words used by Carver to define the
North/Midland boundary (the ordering from east to west has no geographic
significance). It is evident that most of them are rural and agricultural terms estab-
lished during the earliest period of settlement in the nineteenth century. Many of
them are now obsolete, or certainly not known to city dwellers: calls to livestock
(sheep: ko-day! versus sheepie! or cow: hoss! versus sook!); animal sounds (a calf’s
blat versus bawl); farm mechanics (stone fence versus rock fence, sambuck versus
tre.slle, stone boat versus mud boat).” The individual lexical isoglosses do not at all
c9mcide as our phonological isoglosses do. Carver, who believed that all dialect
differences formed seamless continua (see Chapter 8, p. 165), defined the various
areas by the combined frequencies of Northern and Midland words
Nevertheless, the line formed by the general trend of lexical oppositions is
very close to that formed by the linked phonological features of the NCS and
bY' other phonetic criteria as well. Chapter 8 (Figure 8.3) has demonstrated the
c.omcidence of four measures of the NCS (AEL, EQ, ED, UD) with the lexical
l":le' Figure 10.3 adds two other features of the North that are not connected
with the NCS. One of these Northern delimiters is the ON isogloss (shown as a
grey dotted line). It concerns the pronunciation (for those who distinguish 70/ and
./Oh/) of the vowel in the unique word on, which is /0/ in the North and /oh/
n the Midland (ANAE, Map 14.2). The second delimiter is the fronting of
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’il’ke North/Midland bundle is remarkably compact. As the last chapter noted,

 there are only two notable exceptions to the clean separation of cities into those

‘with Northern phonology and those with Midland phonology:

i Northern Indiana: the line representing the general raising of short « in Indiana
extends below Fort Wayne, which is otherwise a Midland city. The line for
Jow/ < 1200 descends below both South Bend and Fort Wayne.

« the city of Erie in Northwestern Pennsylvania: this city lies outside of the Inland
North as defined by the NCS, and so separates the Inland North into two
discontinuous areas. Erie is not defined for the ON line, since /0/ and /oh/
are merged — a feature which separates Erie even more clearly from the Inland
North. In Figure 10.3, Erie differs from the Midland only by the lack of /ow/
fronting and by its position on the lexical line. Evanini (2009) provides a detailed
history of this development and sets the limits of Erie exceptionalism.

10.2 The History of the North/Midland Boundary

The location of the North/Midland boundary is clearly reflected in the settlement
history of the region. Figure 10.4 is from Kniffen and Glassie’s (1966) study of the
diffusion of building methods. It shows three streams of westward migration:
(1) the Northern migration from various areas in New England; (2) the Midland
westward flow through Pennsylvania, moving south into the Appalachian area, then
westward to lower Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Towa; and (3) the coastal South,
moving inland up to the Piedmont area. The meeting ground of the Pennsylvania
and New England stream shows a remarkable coincidence with the North/Midland
linguistic boundary, and the area of the New England stream as it passes through
New York corresponds quite closely with the Inland North of Figure 10.3.

To understand the great differences in dialect distribution in the North and
Midland, it is necessary to follow the differences in patterns of westward migration.
The New England stream was a community movement on a large scale, continuing
the model of large-scale migration from England to the New World.

Mass migrations were indeed congenial to the Puritan tradition. Whole parishes,
parson and all, had sometimes migrated from Old England. Lois Kimball Mathews
mentioned 22 colonies in Illinois alone, all of which originated in New England or in
New York, most of them planted between 1830 and 1840. (Power 1953: 14)

Entire communities of young New Englanders [. . .] emigrated to the area of New York
west of the Adirondack and Catskill mountains [. ..]. (Carnes and Garrity 1996: 90)

The settling of Marietta, a Yankee enclave in Southeastern Ohio, is described by
Holbrook (1950: 23):
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nating areas of the settlement streams of Figure 10.4 match quite well the

‘cultural hearths” posited by David Hackett Fischer (1989) as the source of

n folkways. The New England stream continues the tradition of the Puritan

from East Anglia to Massachusetts; the Pennsylvania stream expands the

aker migration from the North Midlands to the Delaware Valley; the coastal South
was originally settled by a movement of Cavalier society from the South of England
;mVirglma, and then to the Carolinas. Not shown so distinctly is the fourth movement,
from the borderlands of England to the upland South. Much of the expansion in the
Midland area from the Ohio River northward represents the movement of the Scots—
Irish who came through Philadelphia and moved southward, first through the
Appalachian area, then into the Midwest. The cultural conflict described by historians
reflects the opposition between Yankees from New England and settlers from Fischer’s
“borderland” regions who migrated northward from the upland South.’ In the
discussion of cultural oppositions to follow, “Southerners™ represent this upland
Southern population, a culture quite distinct from the coastal or plantation South.*

These distinct patterns of migration of Yankees and upland Southerners are
summarized in Fischer (1989: 813—14), from which Table 10.1 is extracted. This
table shows preferred community type, typical house location, and persistence
(percent of adults remaining in a community after ten vears).’ As noted above,
Yankees moved as entire communities. They built towns and cities, established
their houses along the populated roads and tended to stay put in the cities and
towns they had built. Yankee communities maintained a strong emphasis on literacy;
schools and colleges were among the first institutions built. In contrast, upland
Southerners moved as single families or small groups, built houses in isolated rural
locations and showed a strong tendency to move on before too long.

Table 10.1 includes Fischer’s parameters for the Quaker cultural group, which
expanded westward from Pennsylvania and Delaware into the Midland. The Quaker
settlement pattern is intermediate in all three respects. They formed farm com-
munities rather than towns, and built houses near their farms. The persistence of
community populations was also intermediate. Since the nineteenth century, the
cultural opposition across the North/Midland line has been perceived as a contrast
of Yankee versus Upland South patterns, with less focus upon the Quaker heritage.

Table 10.1  Migration patterns of Yankees and upland Southerners

Yankee Upland South Quaker

Settlement Towns Isolated clusters Farm communities
House location Roadside Creek and spring Corner-clusters
Persistence 75-96% 25-40% 40-60%

Source: David Hackent Fischer, Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in America, Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1989, p. 814
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Figure 10.6 Types of corner construction in the North and Midland (Kniffen and
Glassie 1966). Copyright © 1966, reprinted by permission of the National Geographic
Society

In other words, Yankee settlers used simpler log cabin construction methods because
they usually began work immediately on more permanent residences in their newly
founded towns and cities.

Chapter 5 showed that the Northern settlement route was greatly facilitated by
the completion of the Erie Canal in 1825. This led to the great expansion of New
York City, which quickly surpassed Philadelphia as a port of entry and commerce,
and to the rapid development of cities along the canal: Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo.
The effect on the east-west communication pattern was reflected in the situation of
farmers in New York State who were located an y distance from the canal. Wheat farmers
in Cortland County (in south central New York) could not compete with wheat
farmers in Ohio and Indiana, since the all-water voyage from the Great Lakes to
the Hudson River cost less than a thirty-mile journey by road to the Canal.

Figure 10.7 shows the major transportation routes, including the main roads
and canals, in the North and Midland regions in the period 1820-35. The general
patterns of east-west communication are both the precondition and the consequence
of the settlement routes of Figure 10.4. The canal era reached its peak in 1850,
when water transportation gave way to the railroads.

A In the North, railroads move westward around the Great Lakes to Chicago, and
n t.hc Midland, from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh and westward to Columbus,
Il_ldlanapolis and St Louis. On the other hand, there is no major passenger traffic
displayed here from Pittsburgh to Buffalo or from Columbus to Cleveland. This
absence of north-south connections reflects and continues the patterns of migration
and settlement that were established over two generations earlier, in the early 1800s.
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.r carries his indictment of Yankee cultural style one step further:

meddling, as divine as that of self-preservation, runs in the Yankee blood; that the
~ typical New Englander was entirely unable, when there were wrongs to be corrected,
~ to mind his own business. (Ibid., p. 6)

Thomas J. Morain examined the cultural characteristics of Yankees in a small town
in Iowa. Even in his account of educational advancement, his resentment of the

Yankee style is evident.

One of the most distinguishing features of the Yankees of the nineteenth century had
been their confidence that theirs was a superior vision and that America’s future
depended on their ability to impose their order on the life of the nation [...] They
established thousands of public schools and private colleges, filled churches and lodge
halls with committed believers, and codified their version of morality in the statute
books. (Morain 1988: 256).

Morain essayed to codify Yankee cultural style under four headings of a “Yankee

Confession”:

* Life is a struggle, a test of will.

¢ The individual, not the government or any other social unit, is responsible for
his or her own well-being.

* Success is a measure of character.

The righteous are responsible for the welfare of the community.

To this, he adds the following:

While conversion of the sinner to the higher path was the preferable means of reform,
It was sometimes necessary to use the legal authority of the state by making immoral
activities illegal. (Ibid., p. 45)

Yankee historians do not as a whole disagree with this analysis. Holbrook (1950)
traced the Yankee pattern of emigration from New England through the orders
that came back for Montpelier crackers and Gorton’s codfish. He adds:

!A]long with their crackers, their codfish, and their theology, they carried their peculiar
ideas of government and managed, in spite of Kentucky statutes in Illinois, to impose
th?ir township system throughout the state [...] [T]hey did the same to or for
M:lchigan‘ and also established the whipping post, in words taken from Vermont's
original laws. When Wisconsin was carved out of Michigan, Yankees poured in so
fast as to dominate politics, supplying eight of the state’s first eighteen governors,
and seven of its early United States senators. (Ibid., p. 16)
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arison with elite participation. There is also a strong preference for main-
g the status quo, as evidenced by the South’s general resistance to the civil
ovement.

‘ki; immediately evident that the distribution of these three political cultures
coincides with the dialect regions North, Midland and South. The characteristics
of the moralistic group fit closely the Yankee traits described by the various historians
cited above, and the individualistic group displays the opposition to Yankee reliance
on control through governmental action, an opposition attributed to upland Southern
inhabitants of the Midland.

Elazar recognizes that this distribution follows from the westward settlement
patterns seen in Figures 10.4, 10.7 and 10.8. He traces the Northernmost pattern
to the New England Yankee culture in ways that are consistent with the concept
‘of “cultural hearth” developed by Fischer (1989). He also shows how the various
inmigrant groups of the later nineteenth and twentieth century — German, Irish,
Italian, Polish — adapted the cultural patterns of the earlier settlers, following the
doctrine of first effective settlement (Zelinsky 1992). What is particularly important
for our current analysis is that the geographic pattern in Figure 10.8 is based on a
series of case studies of political behavior which are completely independent of the
dialect data. Figure 10.9 displays the individual data points on which Figure 10.8
is founded.”

:’igme‘ lp-s Distribution of political cultures in North America. M = Moralistic;
= Individualistic; T = traditional (Kilpinen 2010, based on Elazar 1972, Figure 11)
ted by permission of Pearson Education




L 4
f‘vu» \

(Elazar 1972, Figure 11). M = moralistic f
juxtaposed indicate either a synthesis 0
e subcultural communities in t'he same

@wndary. Reprinted by permission of

l “1” in the Midland areas of Pennsylvanis

frs. “M” symbOlS are fr :
Tllinois. The south of the N

does Buffalo. Butthe

equcnll.'

re rarely encountered
n unexpected “L,” as

Yankee Cultural Imperialism and the NCS 221

y of Northern cities are marked by “M” symbols. It is interesting to

Erie in northwest Pennsylvania, the only city that shifted its membership

 North to the Midland in the ANAE records, shows the characteristic
»

10.6 Red States, Blue States, and
the Northern Dialect Region

s

term “Yankee cultural imperialism,” which I have used in this chapter
ing, is taken from a chapter of that heading in Frazer's Heartland English
1993). Midland linguists have been particularly critical of John Kenyon’s selection

Northern dialect patterns as the basis for standard broadcast English, as codified
in the National Broadcasting Company pronunciation guide, and as a referent for
e mythical “general American”:’

ol -
~ [W]emust learn what led to the establishment of Inland Northern as a prestige dialect
- in the Great Lakes region; we need to understand as well why scholars like Kenyon,

- George Phillip Krapp and Hans Kurath . . . embraced the concept of Inland Northern

as a General American.” (Frazer 1993: 80)

- Frazer’s indignation extends to the political sphere:
L
Perhaps the language of “Yankee cultural imperialism” was appropriate for a century of
- Corporate expansion, leveraged buyouts, and American military intervention in the Philip-
 pines, Central America, the Caribbean, Vietnam, and the Middle East. (Ibid., p. 88)

This is a striking extension of a cultural critique to a political denunciation. Yankees
are here identified with, and even held responsible for, the extreme right-wing
politics of more recent times. One can see some rationale for this identification by
observing the similarity between the cultural style of nineteenth-century Yankees
and that of the New Christian Right in the twenty-first century. Both are marked
by absolute certainty in their commitment to a moral position and by the promotion
of legislation designed to ensure that everyone else conforms to that position.’
Nevertheless, the geographic area we are dealing with, the Inland North and the
Northern region surrounding it, along with the New England area from which the
Northern settlement originated, is now recognized as the core of the Blue States
= that is, the center of liberal political and ideological patterns in the United States.
Figure 10.10 shows the Blue States in terms of the 2004 election: those states
Wlﬂldsrey voted for John Kerry on the Democratic ticket, and those colored white
voted for George Bush on the Republican ticket. Superimposed on this map are two
‘ Ses. The solid isogloss is the Northern region, defined by conservative fronting
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Figure 10.11  Percent county vote for Kerry by total county vote in the 2004
presidential election for counties in the Inland North, North and Midland dialect areas

Table 10.2 Democratic vs Republican county vote by dialect in the 2004 presidential
election

Inland North North Midland

Kerry majority 20
Bush majority 6

the Inland North counties, are shifted well to the right of the black triangles, which
represent the Midland counties and fall as a whole to the left of the 50 percent
Kerry voting line. The grey circles, which represent speech communities in the
North outside of the Inland North, are also well to the left of the black triangles.
Since on the whole these communities form smaller cities, they are located lower
in the diagram.

Table 10.2 sums up this radical difference in the voting patterns of these two
dialect areas. But it does not tell the whole story. Figure 10.11 indicates that
population, as reflected in the total county vote, is a major factor in determining
voting patterns. As we have seen, the Inland North has an especially large con-
centration of big cities, so that it is heay ily urban compared to the North in general.
Table 10.3 shows the results of two regression analyses of the data in Figure 10.11.
The Midland is the residual group against which the North and the Inland
North are compared. Analysis 1 shows that city size and the use of an Inland

North or North dialect (as against the Midland dialect) are major contributors to
the Kerry vote,
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Regression analysis of percent county vote for Obama in 2008 presidential

dialect

 Variable Analysis 1 Analysis 2
; . Coef prob Coef prob
Log county total vote (millions) 23 0002
Inland North dialect 2.8 09 47 01
North dialect 39 026 25 19

reduction in political orientation by city size. Table 10.4 is a regression analysis of
the 2008 election comparable to Table 10.3 for 2004. The effect of population size
is much reduced; but, when we do not take it into account in Analysis 2, the Inland
North effect is magnified. An overall reduction in the polarization of the community
is evident, but the correlation between dialect and voting pattern remains.

These results suggest the possibility of an association of ideological factors with
the Inland North dialect. Such an association does not, of course, demonstrate a
causal relation; but, in our search for the driving factors of change, it leads us to
move beyond local factors, to consider a broader historical inquiry, with greater
time depth. Chapter 5 showed that the Northern Cities Shift has its roots in the
early part of the nineteenth century, though its full manifestation has become
evident only in the second half of the twentieth. The ideological positions reflected
in recent elections also have a long history.

10.8 The History of the Death Penalty

Another way of tracing the history of liberal political positions is through the status
of the death penalty. This requires a return to the state as the differential unit.
Figure 10.13 shows those states where the death penalty is not authorized for any
crime, and the same two linguistic isoglosses are superimposed as in Figure 10.10
The association between the absence of the death penalty and the larger Northern
dialect region (including North and Inland North areas) is notable. New York
cannot be considered a strong exception within the Inland North, since most of its
population is outside of the Inland North (14.5 million out of 19.3 million).

The history of the abolition of the death penalty is summarized in Table 10.5,
Which shows serial waves of abolition and restoration. The states with the earliest
abolition are grouped to the left. In 1972, in the case Furman v Georgia, the US
snp!'eme Court abolished the death penalty as constituting “cruel and unusual
punishment.” In the years that followed, all states except those listed in the last
row of Table 10.5 passed legislation to re-instate the death penalty.'




19732008

Yankee Cultural Imperialism and the NCS

o
o
~1

Figure 10.13  States with no death penalty in 2004. Solid isogloss = the Northern
region; dashed isogloss = the Inland North as defined by the UD criterion

It is therefore clear that at least one ideological stance characteristic of the Blue
States is not a recent development, but was active when the Northern dialect was
first formed. We will now examine more closely that ideology and its formation,
10 see what other continuities and connections may exist.

10.9 Ideological Oppositions in the North

Thomas Morain’s critical portrait of Yankee cultural style displayed a rhetorical
bias which went beyond the Towa community, embracing the Northern pattern more
generally:

Imbued with the notion that theirs was a superior vision, Yankees dutifully accepted
their responsibility for the moral and intellectual life of the nation and set about to
do what needed to be done, with or without an invitation from the uneducated, the
undisciplined, the disinterested, or the unmotivated.

Cultural uplift Yankee style also meant attacking sin and sloth. The initial
settlement of Towa coincided with three very active decades for American reform
movements. Health fads, prison reform, women’s rights, crusades for new standards
of dress — the Northern states teemed with advocates of one cause or another

Most important among the reform movements of the day were the issues of
abolition and temperance. (Morain 1988)
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pants in the religious revival agreed in declaring that slavery was a sin;
was radical disagreement on the political action implied. The Ultraists
r a complete severance of relations with any church that tolerated slavery.

his study of the “burned-over district” in New York State, Cross (1950: 224)

that the community focused on slavery as the central moral issue:

February 1841, [an interdenominational convention] adopted a totally ultra-ist

ition, condemning the Baptist Register and all others who acknowledged evil without
g action, and concluded that “the abolition cause [...] must prevail before the
on day of millennial glory can dawn upon the world.”

ther section of the country would throughout the years before the Civil War
1o be so thoroughly and constantly sensitive to antislavery agitation. As the major
of the century, furthermore, this crusade attracted more attention than others.

te members of the congregation rejected the Ultraists as “fanatics.” A long
of excommunications and church splinterings followed. A test case was

ing of the Liberty Party call for the abolition of slavery in 1841." Johnson
‘provides the data included in Table 10.6.

e most detailed study of the role of religion in politics before the Civil War

dine (1993). Carwardine sees evangelical Protestantism'” as the principal
e in antebellum America. “The sheer numbers of e angelical Christians
relative status in society gave them considerable political significance,
er they wished it or not” (ibid., p. xv).
n, it appears that slavery was the central issue:

from within this relativ ely small band of radical critics of slave society, particu-

y from the movement’s orthodox evangelical wing, that the most determined efforts

icize the slavery question emerged |[...] Most respected the rights of slave
to jurisdiction within their own borders, but believed Congress could move
st slavery wherever the federal government had jurisdiction. (Ibid., p. 135)

0.6 Signers of Liberty Party 1841 Call for Abolition of Slavery in Cortland
by religious orientation

\4 Darce! o
Members Signers Percent males

739 50 6.8

746 19 25
40 248













