ish Vernacular.
Pennsylvania Press.

| The Logic of
- Nonstandard English

the past decade, a great deal of federally sponsored re-
s been devoted to the educational problems of children in
ools.! In order to account for the poor performance of
these schools, educational psychologists have attempted
r what kind of disadvantage or defect they are suffering
he viewpoint that has been widely accepted and used as the
large-scale intervention programs is that the children show
al deficit as a result of an impoverished environment in their
ars. Considerable attention has been given to language. In
the deficit theory appears as the concept of verbal depriva-
Black children from the ghetto area are said to receive little
timulation, to hear very little well-formed language, and as
tare impoverished in their means of verbal expression. They
tspeak complete sentences, do not know the names of common
8, cannot form concepts or convey logical thoughts.
Ortunately, these notions are based upon the work of educa-

ychologists who know very little about language and even
out black children. The concept of verbal deprivation has no
I social reality. In fact, black children in the urban ghettos
a great deal of verbal stimulation, hear more well-formed
nces than middle-class children, and participate fully in a
Ay verbal culture. They have the same basic vocabulary, possess
ime capacity for conceptual learning, and use the same logic
e else who learns to speak and understand English.
notion of verbal deprivation is a part of the modern mythology

g .
WS chapter first appeared in Georgetown Monographs in Languages and
No. 22 (1969).
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of the unfounded notions which Furthermore, this lag is cumulative, so that they do worse
ional system. In past decades paratively in the fifth grade than in the first grade. Reports in
iﬂ’promoting such intellectual he literature show that this poor performance is correlated most

rs and children. But the myth with socioeconomic status, Segregated ethnic groups seem
dangerous, because it diverts vorse than others—in particular, Indian, Mexican-American,

r educational system to imaginary ick chl!dren. Our own work in New York City confirms that
see, it leads its sponsors inevitably ack children read very poorly; however, studies in the speech

BRI Nokity of black children that it ity show that the situation is even worse than has been

. If one separates the isolated and peripheral individuals

inguists can perform today is to embers of central peer groups, the peer-group members show
deprivation and to provide a more orse reading records and to all intents and purposes are not
between standard and nonstandard ‘ g to read at all during the time they spend in school (chap-

prominent educational psycholo- : .
ding of the nature of language. n eaking of .chlldren in the urban ghetto areas, the term lower
‘no language of their cwn in the qqex}tly is used, as opposed to middle class. In the several
Bereiter and Engelmann (1966). lolinguistic studies we have carried out, and in many parallel
o children in test situations is the it has been useful to distinguish a lower-class group from
ority in the view of Jensen (1969). kn.lg-class one. Lower-class families are typically female-based,
critically both of these approaches I matrifocal, with no father present to provide steady economic
' the populations labeled “verbally rt, whgreas for the working-class there is typically an intact
d,"? and attempt to explain how ear family with the father holding a semiskilled or skilled job.
has arisen, bringing to bear the . d_ucational problems of ghetto areas run across this important
istic work and some substantive s distinction. There is no evidence, for example, that the father’s
nown to all linguists. Of particular Sence or absence is closely correlated with educational achieve-
pt formation on the one hand, t (e.g., Coleman et al. 1966). The peer groups we have studied
er, since it is in this area that the south-central Harlem, representing the basic vernacular culture,
are to be found. Glude members from both family types. The attack against cultural
Tivation in the ghetto is overtly directed at family structures
al of lower-class families, but the educational failure we have
dilcussing is characteristic of both working-class and lower-
 deficit theory arises consists of ) children,
1 to all of us. One is that black '8 paper, therefore, will refer to children from urban ghetto
o badly in all school subjects, » -ltl}er than lower-class children. The population we are con-
ding, they average more than d with comprises those who participate fully in the vernacular
e New York Times, December of the street and who have been alienated from the school
3 We are obviously dealing with the effects of the caste system

-

! ildhood Education group of MO
mnj.;z g:;latz of the Education Study concept of the black English vernacular (BEV) and the culture in which it
to me the scope and seriousness of the : 18 presented in detail in CRR 3288; sections 1.2.3 and 4.1. S'ee chapter
s in which the cultural deprivation theory ‘ b linguistic traits which distinguish speakers who participate fully in the BEV
in recent years. S from marginal and isolated individuals.





























































